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health. How close is the relation between water supply
and the typhoid death-rate has already been shown,1 No
city can properly be asked to leave the control of its death-
rate in the hands of a profit-seeking company, however
well managed such company may be. In the second place,
there are some city departments that depend heavily upon
the water system for their own efficiency. The fire depart-
ment is the best example: the city?s entire investment in
fire-fighting apparatus would go for naught if the water
supply should fail in an emergency. The park depart-
ment, the street-sprinkling service, the sewer-cleaning
division, and many other branches of municipal adminis-
tration are all large customers for water supply, and their
interests demand that water shall be plentiful and cheap.
Finally, it must be remembered that the community has
heavy economic and social interests that may be adversely
affected by a private water company's rate-making policy.
One method of charging for water may encourage the com-
ing of new industries; another method may help to drive
industries away. One plan may deter the owners of crowded
tenements from putting in proper sanitary arrangements;
another schedule of water rates may encourage them to do so.
The sale of water with an eye to the profits only is something
which no well-administered municipality ought to tolerate.

It may therefore be fairly urged that among public util-
ities the water-supply system stands in a class by itself,
The arguments usually advanced for or against municipal
ownership of* public utilities are not the ones to be used
when the question of water supply is under discussion.
The case for municipal ownership and operation of the
water service may be readily established upon other than
purely economic grounds. One may very consistently
argue for public ownership of the waterworks, and yet be
strongly opposed to the municipalization of telephones or
street railways. There are compelling reasons for the
1 Cf. above, p. 144*